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Hand
Truck

Warehousing involves the movement of products, 
equipment, and materials. This must be accomplished 
in a safe manner, while protecting the product. 
 

While loading or unloading and moving materials on hand trucks, the following 
safety tips should be observed: 
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Walkie trucks/pallet jacks are very versatile, but can be dangerous if 
not used properly. This equipment is designed to transport loads, unload, 
lift, pick, stage, and store materials or product. Workers operating walkie 
trucks/pallet jacks may be injured by the pallet jack rolling over feet, catch-
ing hands between the operating handle and a fixed object, and when 
heavy loads fall onto the operators.

To safely operate this equipment, the basic safety principles below must be rigorously followed. By 
following these guidelines, you will ensure your safety and the safety of others.

-

Walkie 
Trucks/
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Chemicals are very common in a warehouse. If not 
handled or stored safely, some chemicals can cause 
serious injuries. Chemicals may arrive at a dock in 
containers or on a pallet. Other chemicals may be a 
part of the standard work environment in the building 
and/or may be caused by carbon monoxide that is 
produced from internal combustion engines on pow-
ered equipment or trailer trucks.  

You should consistently practice the following the safety guidelines for 
hazardous materials: 

Flammable, 
Corrosive, Caustic  Poisonous. 

Corrosive  Caustic. 

-

Always wash your hands after removing your gloves. 

  Materials 
Hazardous
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Before pouring, dispensing or transferring any liquid from a bulk container 
labeled Flammable, observe the following safety procedure:

 
 

-

Dispensing
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roducts must be stored safely to prevent them from falling on 
employees or visitors and to reduce product damage. The storage of 
products involve the safe use of powered industrial trucks (forklifts), as well 
as secure and safe racking to support loads

When moving materials from storage, the following safety tips should be observed: 

them from falling on

& Storage
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espite the fact that most of the materials in warehouses are transported 
by powered industrial trucks and hand trucks, employees can still be injured. 
Materials can easily fall on your feet, your hands can be pinched between 
boxes while handling them, and you could injure your back moving product.

Some basic safety procedures for proper lifting are:

Lifting Materials

Manual

There are several basic rules of lifting and moving that can help prevent back injuries:
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orklifts are an essential piece of material handling 
equipment in the warehouse. Forklifts are involved in 
numerous injuries and deaths each year throughout 
the industry.  It is vital that all forklift operators are 
properly trained and only certified forklift operators 
operate the forklift.

Pre-Use Inspection

Always follow the pre-use instructions in the manufacturer’s manual and do 
not use the forklift if any of the following conditions exist:

Starting the Forklift 

Picking up a Load

 

Trucks

Powered
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Putting the Load Down

Stacking One Load on Top of the Other 

General Forklift Safety Guidelines

Lifting

-

-

-
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Loading
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To protect the assets of the building and workers, fire safety must be a 
top priority in any warehouse.  Storage of certain products can result in a 
greater risk of fire. Flammable liquids can easily ignite and raze a warehouse 
to the ground. Sprinklers, fire extinguishers, and emergency plans will help 
safeguard people and property.  Some of the largest fire losses in the industry 
have occurred in warehouses. 

The following fire safety guidelines can be very useful:

-

Safety
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